from  the  ruler.    Thi-y  were  nominees  for  the  purpose
of the work of Government and were always responsible to him. IK" emiid rightly say ;w the State, it is I. " The only limitation., and *a very vital one, throughout the period of British rule, was the paramountcy of the
suzerain power which meant, in effect, the acceptance ot9 the will of the British Government in any matter in which, it wished to enforce it. Interference was not necessarily limited to really important matters. There was a kind of fitfulness in its exercise, which, at times, must have seemed to derive from no particular principle at all. It must, however, be agreed that, on the whole, the interference was beneficial. It was generally in the interests of decent administration and aimed at the prevention of excesses. From the administrative point of view, the appointment to some of the ministerial posts of officers who had served in British India, was not without advantage to the State and assisted in raising the general standard,, though, as would appear from conditions existing after the recent " Police Action/9 there was a great deal more of make-believe than was apparent at first sight.
For the last 70 years or so, there do not seem to be available reliable records about the actions and motives of important personalities of the Hyderabad State. As we approach more recent times, we miss that wealth of material which brings so many vivid pictures of the more distant past before us. Certain trends in policy can, however, be discerned, which show that the final debacle of 1948 was not an isolated incident, but the last act of a drama, the earlier scenes of which had, been staged decades ago. Although the religion of the rulers was different from that of the mass of people, commu-nalism had played a very small part in the early political and administrative history of Hyderabad. At the turn of the century, things began to/change. The first sign was the substitution of Urdu for the regional languages as the medium of official work in the districts. Henceforth, Hyderabad, it seemecl was to be made a real Muslim State. It was this movement which culminated, many years later, in the formation of the Urdu University* the principal idea of which was to teach everything through the medium of Urdu. The same spirit was reflected in appointment to the public service, which was gradually Converted into almost a preserve for the minority com-

